UECA Metamorphosis 12 May 2018                           Gabrielle Luoni
Giving explicit feedback on spoken errors - the more the better
This action research project was an extension of a thesis I completed in 2002 for a Master’s of Applied Linguistics at Kangwon National University in South Korea. My thesis confirmed findings showing that teachers ignore a certain percentage of students’ spoken errors. Of the ones not ignored, both implicit and explicit corrections are used, with the former being used at a far higher rate than the latter. The interesting point for teachers is that uptake by students when explicitly corrected is far higher. 
Knowing this prompted me to use explicit correction more in my own classroom and I was interested in the students’ response to this. I also wanted to encourage students to correct their peers, as I felt that if students were able to recognise errors then this could be beneficial to improving their own speaking.
This led me to the following research questions:
1. How do students feel about being corrected?
2. When students correct their peers, do they use metalanguage? 
3. What is the effect of this kind of feedback? 
My approach to these questions was to record individual students when they spoke to the whole class, whether it was for preparing for speaking assessments or giving feedback after group discussions. I noted any errors they made and after they had finished speaking, I explicitly corrected them using metalanguage. On the last teaching day, the students were put into their groups to practice for their speaking assessment; one student spoke while the other two listened and then gave feedback. These interactions were recorded so I could listen back and note if students used the lexis I had used when correcting them.
Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding of instructions many students actually turned their recording devices off at the feedback stage but of the ones that succeeded, data revealed students did use metalanguage. This can be seen in the following comments:

· How about word form? 
· You need to improve your eye contact. 
· You don’t need to talk too fast. 
To find out how students felt about the process of being explicitly corrected, they completed a questionnaire. Results showed it to be a positive experience as can be seen from some comments below:
· Pronunciation was most beneficial for me because I get chance to improve on it and it increase to know vocabulary.
· I feel good when I give feedback to my classmates because it helps them to improve in their task during speaking.

· I got opportunity to learn about pronunciation as well as vocabulary. It was really beneficial to me.

· I think my grammar is good than before.

Overall, results were very promising. Students did use metalanguage to correct their peers which could indicate that if they can recognise errors of others, it might be effective in improving their own speaking. The research also reinforced the importance of giving explicit feedback to students when speaking. This indicates that students not only appreciate being explicitly corrected but actually want more.
