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Name:............................

Name:............................

Name:............................

Inner Circle

Outer Circle
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Role card: #1 

Name:............................

Name:............................

Name:............................

Name:............................

Name:............................

Name:.......................

Name:............................

Name:............................

Observations:

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

What suggestions do you have for the 

group?

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

.………………………………………………

After Observation:



Role card: # 2 

Body Language

Who: Body language observed: Positive / Negative

1

2

3

4

5

Who had the most effective body language and why?........................................
What are some suggestions for the group?........................................................

After Observation



IDEAS

Who? Idea Example or evidence given, 
referred to the text 
(E.G. according to the article..)

Reactions: 
(nod/ smile/ agreement ‘yes’...)

1

2

3

4

5

Role card: # 3 

Evaluate the ideas? Which worked well and why? Which linked with other ideas? ……………………………….After Observation:













Socratic Seminars
Definition: 
Readings of Texts, scaffolding, 
preparing for a conversation 
watched by peers, feedback 

Aim: To help in preparation for 
pathway

Timeline suggested:
Day 1: Set texts to be read for homework
Day 2: Pre Task 1
Day 3: Pre Task 2 + Active Conv #1 
Feedback + Action Conv #2 + Feedback

Info sheet
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Questions 
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Role cards: #4 

After Observation:  

Do you think the group 
used questions well?

Which box could be 
used more?
 

What could you suggest 
for further improvement?

Questions Linking

Clarification:
( E.G. What do you mean by…?)

Summarising/ Paraphrasing ideas:
(E.G. What <student name> means is…..or When you 

say….do you mean… So you think that...)

Holding the Floor:
(E.G. As I was saying… Excuse me, I’d like to finish my 

idea fist…)

Evidence:
(E.G. What evidence is there to support..?)

Acknowledging ideas:
(E.G. I agree with <student name>... , My idea follows 

on from….)

Questions about Assumptions:
(E.G. What are you assuming when you say that? Do 
you have any evidence to support that assumption?)

Viewpoints:
(E.G. <student name> you seem to be looking at 

the issue from… point of view, why do you see the 
issue this way?)

Disagreeing:
(E.G. I don’t agree with you because… , I agree with 

you on some points, but…)

Questions that Encourage Reasons:
(E.G. How can we find out? How could someone solve 
this problem? Why is this important?)

Worksheet adapted from Zola, J (n.d). Socratic Seminar Leader Training (Teacher Support and Implementation Handouts). Retrieved from hht://www.bvsd.org/tag/Documents/Socratic%20Seminar%20Training/TeacherSupportHandouts.pdf

http://www.bvsd.org/tag/Documents/Socratic%20Seminar%20Training/TeacherSupportHandouts.pdf


Role cards: #5 

After Observation:  

Vocabulary that is 
specific to the topic 
found in the texts: 
(make a list)

✓ Who said the 
word:

1 who:

2 who:

3 who:

4 who:

5 who:

6 who:

7 who:

8 who:

9 who:

10 who:

Vocabulary that is 
specific to the topic 
found in the texts: 
(make a list)

✓ Who said the 
word:

1 who:

2 who:

3 who:

4 who:

5 who:

6 who:

7 who:

8 who:

9 who:

10 who:

Phrases ✓ Who 
said 
the 
word:

1 who:

2 who:

3 who:

4 who:

5 who:



Role cards: #6 

After Observation:  

Vocabulary 
Brainstorm:

Key Ideas from the text (to be listed with a few students helping) ✓ Who said the idea

1 who:

2 who:

3 who:

4 who:

5 who:

6 who:

7 who:

8 who:

9 who:

10 who:


