
What	makes	a	good	academic	
paragraph?

For	success	at	university,	what	
factors	may	give	some	students	
an	advantage	over	others?	
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Visible	Pedagogy	&	Social	Justice

“a	strong	focus	on	the	explicit
transmission	of	knowledge	about	

language	with	the	aim	of	empowering	
otherwise	disenfranchised	groups.”	

(Rose	&	Martin,	2012)



Visible	Pedagogy	&	ELT

“a	strong	focus	on	the	explicit
transmission	of	knowledge	about	

language	with	the	aim	of	…”

helping	our	students	successfully	
produce	the	written	texts	they	need	in	
their	daily,	professional	&/or	academic	

lives.



What	are	the	rules	of	the	game?	

And	can	we	explicitly	teach	them	
to	our	EAP	students?



Legitimation	Code	Theory

Systemic	Functional	Linguistics



Semantics



(Maton,	2016,	p.16)



Semantic	density

SD- SD+



“Look	at	her.”

“She	is	the	MP	for	Sydney.”

“Sally	is	a	politician.”

“Politicians	are	corrupt.”

“Political		corruption	is	rife.”

SG+

SG-





Linguistics	and	Education, 24(1),
2013.

Maton,	Hood,	&	Shay,	2016.



(Maton,	2013,	p.	13)

A	Semantic	Wave

Time
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The	Wave	in	Action
A	balanced	diet	makes	a	major	contribution	to	
good	health.	This	is	because	it	provides	
essential	nutrients	for	the	human	body.	For	
example,	the	micronutrients,	vitamins	and	
minerals,	are	needed	for	the	body’s	cells	to	
function	well.	Different	types	of	food	contain	
different	amounts	of	these	nutrients	and	so	
eating	a	wide	variety	of	foods,	such	as	rice	and	
bread,	fish	and	eggs,	and	vegetables	and	fruit,	
every	day	is	vital.	Consumption	of	this	diverse	
range	of	foods	will	result	in	the	nutrient-rich,	
balanced	diet	which	is	essential	for	the	
maintenance	of	human	health.

SG-SD+

SG-SD+

SG+SD-

A	balanced	diet	makes	a	major	contribution	to	
good	health.	This	is	because	it	provides	
essential	nutrients	for	the	human	body.	For	
example,	the	micronutrients,	vitamins	and	
minerals,	are	needed	for	the	body’s	cells	to	
function	well.	Different	types	of	food	contain	
different	amounts	of	these	nutrients	and	so	
eating	a	wide	variety	of	foods,	such	as	rice	and	
bread,	fish	and	eggs,	and	vegetables	and	fruit,	
every	day	is	vital.	Consumption	of	this	diverse	
range	of	foods	will	result	in	the	nutrient-rich,	
balanced	diet	which	is	essential	for	the	
maintenance	of	human	health.
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AE1	Students

ØIELTS	4.5	/	CEFR	B1

Ø10	week	course

Ø1st level	of	a	3	level	study	programme

ØMostly	from	E	&	SE	Asia,	&	Middle	East

ØAccounting,	nursing,	commerce,	engineering…



How	can	we	help	students	use	
language	to	make	waves?	



The	Power	Trio

Power	Words	
the	semantic	
power	of	
technical	terms Power	Grammar

the	knowledge	
making	power	of	
nominalisation Power	

Composition
the	crafting	and	
organisation	of	
whole	texts

(Macnaught et	al,	2013)



Power	Words:	SD+	SG-

Abstraction (Martin,	2001)
• Semantic	figure	construed	as	a	Thing	à clause	changed	to	a	
noun

• to	make	generalisations	(e.g.	diet	not	a	specific	meal,	but	all	
the	food	consumed	over	time)



Power	Words:	SD+	SG-

Technicality (Martin,	2001)
• Taxonomies	which	organise	the	world	in	uncommon-sense	
ways

• Classification,	definition,	composition





Power	Grammar:	SD+	SG-



Power	in	Action

A	balanced	diet	
makes	a	major	
contribution	to	
good	health

If	people	usually	eat	a	
lot	of	different	types	of	
food,	it	will	be	one	of	
the	most	important	
ways	they	can	get	what	
they	need	to	be	
healthy.

A	balanced	diet	
makes	a	major	
contribution	to	
good	health

If	people	usually	eat	a	
lot	of	different	types	of	
food,	it	will	be	one	of	
the	most	important	
ways	they	can	get	what	
they	need	to	be	
healthy.

If	people	usually	eat	a	
lot	of	different	types	of	
food,	it	will	be	one	of	
the	most	important	
ways	they	can	get	what	
they	need	to	be	
healthy.

If people	usually	eat	a	
lot	of	different	types	of	
food,	it	will	be	one	of	
the	most	important	
ways	they	can	get	what	
they	need	to	be	
healthy.

A	balanced	diet	
makes	a	major	
contribution	to	
good	health

A	balanced	diet	
makes a	major	
contribution	to	
good	health

SD+		SG- SG+SD-



Power	words +	Power	grammar

= Power	composition

But…
it	ain’t what	you	use,	it’s	the	way	that	

you	use	it.



Power	+

Power	-

Power	Composition	=	The	WaveSD+		SG-

SD- SG+



Power	paragraphs
A	balanced	diet	makes	a	major	contribution	to	good	
health.	This	is	because	it	provides	essential	
nutrients	for	the	human	body.	For	example,	the	
micronutrients,	vitamins	and	minerals,	are	needed	
for	the	body’s	cells	to	function	well.	Different	types	
of	food	contain	different	amounts	of	these	
nutrients	and	so	eating	a	wide	variety	of	foods,	
such	as	rice	and	bread,	fish	and	eggs,	and	
vegetables	and	fruit,	every	day	is	vital.	
Consumption	of	this	diverse	range	of	foods	will	
result	in	the	nutrient-rich,	balanced	diet	which	is	
essential	for	the	maintenance	of	human	health.
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Scaffolding	Argument	Paragraphs



Topic sentence: Tell the reader what this paragraph will be about.
Topic NG and main idea of the paragraph. Power +. Ideas & (nominalised) things.

Supporting sentences: Give more details and explain the main idea of the 
paragraph.
Power â. More specific ideas & (nominalised) things.

Example: Include a real example of the main idea.
Power -. People and actions.

Supporting sentences: What is the effect of the examples like this? What can be 
learnt from examples like this? Why are examples like this important?
Power á. More specific ideas & (nominalised) things.

Concluding sentence: Remind the reader of the paragraph’s main idea and your 
opinion.
Topic NG + main idea of the paragraph. Power +. Ideas & (nominalised) things.

Tourism causes serious environmental damage.

The construction of tourist resorts can lead to the destruction of forests 
and beaches, and the disappearance of important habitats.

For instance, in Zakynthos, Greece, hotels and tourists have devastated 
many of the beaches where loggerhead turtles lay their eggs (Kostopoulos, 
2014).

This damage has affected turtles and other wildlife as well, creating a 
serious threat to Mediterranean biodiversity.

Consequently, tourism does severe harm to the natural environment.



Power	Analysis:	SD+	SG-
Tourism	causes	serious	environmental	damage.	
The	construction	of	tourist	resorts	can	lead	to	the	
destruction	of	forests	and	beaches,	and	the	
disappearance	of	important	habitats.	For	instance,	
in	Zakynthos,	Greece,	hotel	owners	and	tourists	
have	devastated	many	of	the	beaches	where	
loggerhead	turtles	lay	their	eggs	(Kostopoulos,	
2014).	This	damage	has	affected	turtles	and	other	
wildlife	as	well,	creating	a	serious	threat	to	
Mediterranean	biodiversity.	Consequently,	tourism	
does	severe	harm	to	the	natural	environment.

Tourism causes	serious	environmental damage.	
The	construction	of	tourist	resorts	can	lead	to	the	
destruction	of	forests	and	beaches,	and	the	
disappearance	of	important	habitats.	For	instance,	
in	Zakynthos,	Greece,	hotel	owners	and	tourists	
have	devastated	many	of	the	beaches	where	
loggerhead	turtles	lay	their	eggs	(Kostopoulos,	
2014).	This	damage	has	affected	turtles	and	other	
wildlife	as	well,	creating	a	serious	threat	to	
Mediterranean	biodiversity.	Consequently,	tourism	
does	severe	harm	to	the	natural	environment.

Tourism causes	serious	environmental damage.	
The	construction of	tourist	resorts	can	lead	to	the	
destruction of	forests	and	beaches,	and	the	
disappearance of	important	habitats.	For	instance,	
in	Zakynthos,	Greece,	hotel	owners	and	tourists	
have	devastated	many	of	the	beaches	where	
loggerhead	turtles	lay	their	eggs	(Kostopoulos,	
2014).	This	damage has	affected	turtles	and	other	
wildlife	as	well,	creating	a	serious	threat to	
Mediterranean	biodiversity.	Consequently,	tourism
does	severe	harm to	the	natural	environment.



Another	View	of	the	Wave
Tourism	causes	serious	environmental	damage.	
The	construction	of	tourist	resorts	can	lead	to	the	
destruction	of	forests	and	beaches,	and	the	
disappearance	of	important	habitats.	For	instance,	
in	Zakynthos,	Greece,	hotel	owners	and	tourists	
have	devastated	many	of	the	beaches	where	
loggerhead	turtles	lay	their	eggs	(Kostopoulos,	
2014). This	damage	has	affected	turtles	and	other	
wildlife	as	well,	creating	a	serious	threat	to	
Mediterranean	biodiversity.	Consequently,	tourism	
does	severe	harm	to	the	natural	environment.



People	&
actions

Ideas	&	
(nominalised)
things

More	
specific	
ideas	&	
things

Power	+

Power	-
Topic	sentence	à Supporting	Sentences	à Example	à Supporting	Sentences	à Concluding	sentence

Another	View	of	the	Wave





Student	Waves
Happiness		at		work		builds		motivation		and		can			
produce		high		productivity. This		is		because		of		when		
employees		are		happy,		satisfied,		and		feel		secure		with		
their		job,		their	work		rate		increases		and		they		
produce		a		high		quality		of		work		for		their		company.		
For		example,		there		are		several		companies		using		
ROWE,		which		is		a		human		resource		management		
strategy			that		emphasizes		objectives,	such	as		Sun		
Microsystems,		AT&T	and	IBM		and		the		result		of		using		
ROWE		is		the		increasing		of		productivity		by		35%		on		
average.	 This		is		may		also		leads		to		employees		get		
promoted		and		high		salary.		Thus,		job		satisfaction		is		
important		because		it		can		increase		business		
productivity.



Student	Waves
Environmental	damage	is	the	most	important	problem	
for	the	world	because	it	directly	threatens human	life.	
Environmental	damage	caused	by	changing	the	earth's	
climate	causes	to	natural	disasters	such	as	floods	and	
storms.	For	example,	in	October	2016,	some	50	people	
were	reported	killed	as	a	result	of	Hurricane	Matthew	–
a	powerful	Caribbean	storm	(Hurricane	Matthew,	
2016).	Inattention	to	environmental	damage	will	
increase	deaths	due	to	natural	disasters. Therefore,	
environmental	damage	is	a	severe	problem	and	risks	
human	life.	The	international	community	should	
legislate	special	priority	to	eliminate	environmental	
damage.



Student	Waves
Stress	reduction	is	the	major	benefit	of	job	
satisfaction.	stress	is	a	significant	cause	of	sickness	
in	the	modern	world	and	work-related	stress	is	very	
common	cause	of	injury.	For	example	in	Australia	in	
2004	- 2005	the	government	paid	$139.3	million	to	
workers	who	had	been	injured	connected	to	
workplace	stress.	So	reducing	stress	level	can	make	
people	work	harder	and	save	money.	Therefore,	job	
satisfaction	is	more	important.
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