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The feedback awakens:
enhancing writing revision
with e-portfolios

*._

«+¢" Bianka Malecka and James Heath
UNSW Institute of Languages

AAAAAAAAA



Do you have problems
motivating students to rewrite?

What strategies have you used
to address this?




Research guestion + action taken

Q: What effects do e-portfolios have on students’ academic
writing?

Action: Weekly writing task using 45" Wikispaces

Pre- Peer Second Teacher
writing review draft feedback
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Students’ e-portfolio homepages

Welcome to Audrey's home page.

Hello. | am Audrey_ My major is Finance. Welcome to my page - )

Pages in this project

riome

Argument essay 2
Argument essay 3
Argument Essay1
Discussion essay1

Problem solution essay 2
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Discussion between peer-reviewer, original author
and teacher

In conclusion,. There are both benefits and drawbacks for alternative energy sources in terms of decreasing pollution and green house emission, and
the challenges which are crippling the Australian economy. it can be conclude that benefits outweigh than risks. In the future, Australia government
should decrease risk which are caused by coal and continue to develop new sources, and promote development of economy in Australia.

= Simon983 May 7, 2015 o
continuously develop...

i i & fengyubo May 7, 2016
®, Add Discussion = No———

L |amesteacher May 7, 2015

it should be 'continue to develop'
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Data collected

Students’ writing and feedback on Wikispaces

Problem solution essay 2 sEdt w5 | 04

B ShengDal Apra0, 2015 € Oider Version Newer Version 3

@ Highlight Changes (Digkild, Inserted) 1 View WikiText Q, Review Changes " Revert to This Version

Sturdy refated strass is ganarally acknowledged as a major proslem for students, However, providing effective solutions to
solve this problem seems to be a significant chzllenge. This essay will explain the common causes of study related stressand
suggest some viable alleviation sirategies. |t wil be demonstrated by focusing on restructuring the exam syslem and closer
cocperation between lertlary fitinsfitutians. @Rlfiand companies.

There are a number of factars which are recognised to contribute to study related strass. First and foremost, exams might be
the most common cause of stress for students. This becatsa all students want to pass their exams while,
sometimes, it may be very difficut due to their limited abilities. These students who are worried about the results of exams will
feel SH@SSRIstressed | leading o many physical problems, such as headaches and insomnia. In addition to exams,
unceriain fulure employment might also be a factor that/which leads fo stress. Once studenis think that there is no guaraniee
for their future caraer, they might lose the interest in their subjects or even abandon studies altogether.

Study related stress cannot be eliminated completely but it car be alleviated, A solution to this problem may be fo restructure
the exam system. For Instance, changing the weighting of exams might be helpful for reducing stress for stadents. Although it
is true to say that it is complex for govemment to change its exam system, it seems to be W@fAlworthwhile ilif compared
with the banefils created by the less strese sludying environment. Furthermaore, promoling the cooperatien between colleges
and companies or government ks also an effectise way 1o allevate stress for students J.  Despite the fact that additional
costs may be invested by the companies and gevernments, it could be argued that |t offers & patential labo- source for
thensalves. If students know that thay could be emplioyed once thay graduated from univarsilies, ther might be no'so much
pressure.

In conclusion, study related stress should be recognised as a significant problem requiring altention from both students and
socety. There are various causes of this problem, such as exams and uncertain future emplayment. However, It could be
alleviated by FaMRGNmplementing, fEISIEG: related solutions. And in this way, by changing exam system and promoting ‘he
cocperation between colleges and companies, its damaging e¥fects can be minimised.
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Data collected

Three focus group discussions

Teacher observations
and reflective journals

WEEK 2, Journal Friday, 27 March 2015, 8:41 PM

were corrected by my classmates. Moreover, | found some academic words
about my future course, Peer feedback is the most helpful method for my
English writing. It can not only help others to correct their writing but also
improve my English grammar.T

Students’ reflective learning journal entries
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Data collected

“~> UEECxvO7 > Home Search 1 & biant

% Members & Projects B3 Events

Info Statistics Overview
et April v Project v || Update
Sinrage [ Views 422015 Unique Vishors 412015
Settings T F 5
General = I l 401
E

Look & Feel

Engagement data from Wikispaces
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(no label)

Using Wikispaces has helped me improve

my writing
Don't Disagree Strongly Total
know disagree

5.71% 0.00% 0.00%

Two surveys

Quiet

exams in progress

Official assessment results

Weighted

Average



Findings: feedback & rewriting

“In Wikispaces | can review
my essay and find the
mistakes that | have made
and maybe next time | will
not make the same

mistakes.”
“I can add more information

[on Wikispaces], maybe | can
make a new idea ....It has
give me good chance to
rewrite for three times, four
times.”
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Findings: motivation

value for future studies

i UNSW Global
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“Wikispaces improved my
typing and my father when he
heard me write in computer he

said, ‘oh lord, this is not my
daughter!”



Findings: motivation

= autonomous learning

“I wanted to improve my
grammar so | read my
comments again, and other

students’ comments.”

AAAAAAAAA
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Conclusion and reflections

= 94% of students felt that the project helped improve their
writing

= Action Research experience

= Other contexts
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The adventure continues...

= Video feedback
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Essay4-space exploration

Becauss of development of lschnology, the exploration of Uniyemg has
bagn genorally doveloping. This expioration 4 Seen &8 somawhial
controversial, however, in a cmate of widespread concam aboul is
coil. Ths essay will dscuss the argument for and againgl major
funding for space exploration. It will focus on knowiedge spread by
space exploration and wasted funding which could be used mone
offoctivaly

Thare s a signiican! argument in favor of space axplorstion Spaca
exploration is & drect mathod 1o understand the complexity of the
universs humans v in, Momsover, |t 8 believed that human learm how
spocial the earth is and provide sobering examples of how the climate
of planis can change hrough siudying ofher world llke Vonus and Mars
For example, there was a TV program named “walk into sciance™n
China. This program plays videos about spece explorabon such [k
land on the moon, biack hole of universs, secrats of solar system. Many
audsences aro attracted by the program and understand the universe
Themslons, Spacs expiorabion is ssen &8s banefionl because |
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Thank you!

= Find a guide on how to use Wikispaces at
www.eltideas.com

.*"U_‘,
&
g’ B.Malecka@unswqglobal.unsw.edu.au

J.Heath@unswaglobal.unsw.edu.au
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