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Video, blog or flash mob –

personalising online components 

of an ELT course
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blended learning
online learning

lifelong learning

anywhere/everywhere learning

adaptive learning

virtual classroom

gamification

flipped classrooms

personalised learning



Individuality of

student learners

Diversity of 

learning environments

Student-centred

pedagogy

New role of teachers

Facilitated by the latest

innovations in ICT



Personalised learning requires:

 high level of student motivation

- student decision making

- catering for student interests and needs (engaging 

students in self-directed activities)

“the best learning takes place when the learner takes 

charge” (Jones and McLean 2012)

 authentic learning context (inventive, realistic and 

collaborative)



Formal learning

Classrooms

elearning

Authentic Assessment

Informal learning

Work-Integrated learning

Personal Learning Network

Just in time, just for me



Personalised learning at your institution

How do you personalise your 

students’ learning? 



Personalised learning at UNSWIL

 Independent Learning Tasks

 Moodle

 Consultations

 Reflective journals

To improve listening, 

I will watch films 

without subtitles

I will do more 

Independent 

Study

I will speak 

English all the 

time
I will talk with 

my roommate 

to improve my 

spoken English

I should use 

Moodle more 

frequently

I will read 

more essays 

and learn the 

sentences
I will listen to 

Australian 

music

I will translate 

sentences to 

Chinese

I will do more 

Independent 

Study



Our students seem to need our



“I believe in the richness of 

techniques, approaches, 

materials and artefacts available 

to the modern teacher (...) I 

believe that everything – in a 

classroom – has to be grounded 

in the expertise of a teacher 

being able to find the best way of 

doing things for the benefit of 

(and with the help and guidance 

of) the greatest number of 

students.” (Harmer 2010)Jeremy Harmer



Scott Thornbury

Online digital technology 

has made significant  

advances in helping 

solve the input and data 

problems but it still has a 

long way to go in terms of 

the output, interaction 

and feedback problems. 

(Thornbury 2014).



Case Study: 

UEEC  (University English Entry Course) XX, 

March 2014

Process

 Personal language goals at the beginning of the course

 Choice of activities and technology 

 Self-evaluation of progress – students’ reflections

 Further study



Personal goals



Task 1: Speaking

 Questions related to 

content studied in class, 

e.g. obesity, ehealth, 

technology etc.

 ICT - videosprout



Students’ work

http://www.videosprout.com/video?id=5bd6e845-8d17-

4257-91bb-9f17f8894045

http://www.videosprout.com/video?id=5bd6e845-8d17-4257-91bb-9f17f8894045


Feedback

 Pronunciation

 Chunking

 Rhythm

 Word/ sentence stress

 Fluency



Task 2: Discussion skills 

• Share perspectives on a 

given topic

• Respond constructively to 

another student’s contribution

• ICT – Discussion Board on 

Moodle



Students’ work



Feedback

 Understanding of the topic

 Insightfulness of the comments

 Discussion language 

Teacher’s role - assess contributions rather than provide 

feedback or contribute in the open discussion forum



Task 3: Writing

• Participate in a free writing activity called 

Five Minute Friday

• Write for pleasure 

• Comment on another person’s post

in a positive and encouraging way

• ICT – Discussion Board on Moodle



Students’ work
Re: Five Minute Friday - Week 2

by Che-Hui HO - Friday, 28 March 2014, 11:02 AM

flowers are beautiful creatures,they also have different meaning as well,rose means love and so on. I have imaged 

that every flower is lady which have different personalities, some of them are wide,some of them are cute,some of 

them are lady,some of them are sexy. every flowers have a life as well, they are showing their beautiful in their 

period of life, just like girls which strongest creature in the world.

they are beautiful and strongest.

Re: Five Minute Friday – Week 2

By Che-Hui HO - Friday, 28 March 2014, 11:09 AM

Thx for your wonderful sharing, really like your words!!!!!!

Re: Five Minute Friday - Week 2

by Rodrigo COSTA DE JESUS - Friday, 28 March 2014, 11:02 AM

Flowers... What talk about flowers? They are very beautiful. The smell is really good and sometimes make the house 

really good! Flowers are a beautiful gift for every girl, because maybe they feel loved. Give a flower of gift is 

amazing. I don't have a favourite flower, but I think the roses are the most representatives ones. The White is gave 

when it is thinking about get married. The red is about love... 

Re: Five Minute Friday - Week 2

by Yanan LIU - Friday, 28 March 2014, 11:04 AM

Yes, I agree with you, every flower has different personality! Haha, what's your favourite flower?

http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/user/view.php?id=2150965&course=10452
http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/user/view.php?id=2150965&course=10452
http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/user/view.php?id=2150956&course=10452
http://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/user/view.php?id=2140613&course=10452


Feedback

 Peer and content feedback



Action Research in ELICOS 2015 

E-portfolios for writing
James Heath and Bianka Malecka, UNSWIL

Research Question

1. What effects do e-portfolios have on students’ writing?



Process

 Wikispaces

 Process focus: 

Plan > write > peer feedback > rewrite > teacher 

feedback > rewrite 

 Writing feedback questionnaire 



Students’ work



Process

author

peer

teacher

author

author



Preliminary results – writing samples



Preliminary results – peer feedback (content)



Preliminary results – peer feedback (form)



Preliminary results – peer feedback (discussion)



Preliminary results - survey



Preliminary results - survey



Discussion

 What kind of activities could we personalise?

 How can we monitor students’ engagement? Do we 

need to monitor them at all?

 How to give feedback without increasing our workload?



Thank you!

You can contact me at 

B.Malecka@unswglobal.unsw.edu.au
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