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Major influences on 21st century 
learning 

How People 
Learn 

Globalization Technology  
Innovations 

21st 
Century 
Learning 



What and how we teach needs to 
change 



We have a responsibility to our 
students 

• “We are living in a world that is 
changing faster than ever and facing 
challenges that are unprecedented.” 
 

• “Everyone has huge creative capacities 
as a natural result of being a human 
being. The challenge is to develop 
them.” 

 
• -Sir Ken Robinson  

http://www.21stcenturyschools.com/Ken_Robinson.htm 

 
 



How the land lies in education 
The sheer volume of information we are now 
dealing with requires a completely new approach 
to learning: 
 
 Collaborative learning 

 
  Social learning 
 
  Workplace-based learning 

 
  A completely new set of skills to be learned 



2012 Horizon Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.educause.edu/Resources/2012HorizonReport/246056 
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Who are our students? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Natives (most of them, not all) 
Tech-comfy not always Tech-savvy 

 



Technology in ELT 
 
Learner-focussed 
Social learning 
Communicative methodologies 
Awareness of learning styles 
 
…Ahead of the game(?) 





Organising the Chaos 
Technology function The Jargon 
Video 
viewing/publishing 

YouTube 
Vimeo etc. 

Audio 
listening/publishing 

Podcasts 
Podcasting software 

Reading/writing/ 
publishing 

Blogs, Wikis, e-
portfolios, 
Googledocs 

Organising learning 
materials/repository 

Wikis, Googledocs 
Learning 
Management 
Systems (LMS): 
Moodle, Blackboard 

Mobile learning Smartphones, tablet 
devices (iPads, etc.) 



Things are 
changing 
too fast 

I don’t have 
the skills 

I’m afraid it’s all 
just ‘bells and 
whistles’ 

I’m a really good 
teacher without 

all of this 

Does technology 
have to intrude on 

everything? 



THE TECHNOLOGY 
 



Video 




The Lesson 

 
• A woman stands in the middle of a court. She can’t believe what is 

happening. She has her hand over her mouth. She is speechless. What 
is going on? In this activity, students collaborate to construct a 
narrative before watching the video and discussing the issues. 

• Language level: Intermediate (B1) + 
• Learner type: Teens; Adults 
• Time: 20 minutes 
• Activity: Videotelling 
• Topic: Sport; Love 
• Language: Collocations 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• http://lessonstream.org/2012/02/13/speechless/ 
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Podcasts… for learners 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/environmental-protest-groups 
 

http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/magazine/environmental-protest-groups�


Podcasts…for interest 



Creating Podcasts 



Blogs 



Blogging with Students 

 
• http://romyesl.blogspot.com.au/ 

 
• http://englishtrove4.blogspot.com.au/ 
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Wikis 

A simple website with different pages all 
linking to each other 

 
Great for collaborative work among 

students (e.g. EAP Group projects) 
 

• http://beo-businessenglishonline.wikispaces.com/ 
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Other stuff 
 
 Smartphones +/- Tablets = Mobile learning 

 
E-portfolios 

 
E-books 

 
Games 



Valid Tech-based Lessons 

 Pedagogy 
Pedagogy 
Pedagogy 

 
Develop a critical eye for 

technologies…with solid pedagogy at 
your core 



Getting to Tech-savvy Teaching 

 
Plan your personal development goals 
Take your time 
Play around with the technology 
Use online PD resources  



Resources 
 Edublogs PD Challenge http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/ 
 
 British Council http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk 

 
 Mark Pegrum, UWA  
 http://e-language.wikispaces.com 
 
 Lessonstream (James Keddie) http://lessonstream.org 

 
 The Horizon Report 

http://www.educause.edu/Resources/2012HorizonReport/246056 
 

 Educause http://www.educause.edu/ 
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Clip 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W285WPD87bc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W285WPD87bc�



QUESTIONS? 
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