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Discussion
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Think back to an assessment you experienced – it 
could be a positive or negative experience.

Tell your partner and discuss the reasons why.



Empowering students 
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Figure 1: Students on winning streak

Figure 2: Students on losing streakFigures adapted from Queensland Studies Authority Developing Student Understanding: Assessment for 

Learning https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/p_10/as_afl_dev_stud_understand.docx

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/p_10/as_afl_dev_stud_understand.docx


Assessment…for learning
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Where are 
the students 

going?

Where are they at  
now?

How can I 
help them 
close the 

gap?

…by teachers

…provides a clear and shared understanding of the learning target

…gives information to the teachers on what to focus on next

…offers meaningful feedback to students 

…uses examples of students’ work



Assessment…as learning
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Where 
am I 

going?

Where am I at  
now?

How can 
I close 

the gap?

…by students

…reflect on progress made 

…decide on what to focus on next

…decide on specific strategies as part of an action plan

…become more reflective and analytical about own learning

…empowering students to develop ownership over their learning

…develop skills to become independent learners



Metacognition
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“[I]t is terribly important that in explicit and concerted ways we make students aware of 
themselves as learners. We must regularly ask, not only ‘What are you learning?’ but ‘How 
are you learning?’ We must confront them with the effectiveness (more often ineffectiveness ) 
of their approaches. We must offer alternatives and then challenge students to test the 
efficacy of those approaches.” Weimer 2012



Reflective Culture
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Reflective Culture & 
Assessment
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(Earl 2003)



Reflective Culture
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Reflective Culture and the 
philosophy of our programs  
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“The PEP program aims to assist students to develop their English language, academic, 
communication and intercultural competency skills to participate fully in the 
academic culture of the University and, importantly, to promote learners initiative 
and autonomy. Through a learner-centred curriculum with a communicative and 
genre-based approach, a reflective learning cycle is used to assist students in gaining 
strategies for life-long and self-directed language development.”



Examples of Reflective 
Practice

Overview of reflective practice tasks:

 Reflective Journals/ Blogs (reflective writing)

 Reflective Conclusion (reflective writing)

 Group project evaluations (reflective speaking)

 Report Reviews (including feedback sessions; reflective speaking)

 Negotiation of class content

 Consultations
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Rubrics
Part of Final 
Assessment

Formative 
Feedback

Self & Peer 
Assessment



Reflective posts
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Reflective posts
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1. Individually, identify and label the following features in this entry: 

recount, reflection, taking responsibility, personal reaction, and 

action plan.

2. In groups,  discuss the following questions and make a few notes in 

the spaces provided:

 What events or experiences does the writer recount?

 What are the writer’s thoughts on these? 

 What personal reactions does the writer have?

 How does the writer take responsibility and what plans does 

he/she make?

 Using the Reflective Journal Assessment Rubric, discuss and 

agree on an assessment for this journal. 



Reflective Posts – Student Responses
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For this discussion, write about how you are finding ways to practice your English speaking with local English-speaking 

residents. Also comment on at least one other student's post.

Hi everyone, this is Leon

I have some experience which is practicing my speaking skill with local people to show you. 

First of all, listening is important. We can think of listening as input, only when we hear what they say, so that 

we can imitate. As a result, I usually like to listen to others around me. listen what they say and learn how 

they say. 

In addition, pronunciation is significant as well. Most people who come from non-English speaking countries 

have more or less accents, especially in Australia. I like to imitate local residents' pronunciation when I was 

communicating with them. Not only pronunciation, but also their tone. 

Speaking is output, I have to figure out what the output is. It is means that we have to think about what we 

say before speak. We must try to say a complete sentence instead of word and practice a lot.

To sum up, speaking is related to listening, we can enhance our listening skill before we learn local's 

pronunciation and imitate who we learn from. Trying to say a complete sentence and practice, I think you will 

achieve your goal.

Hi Leon, this is Azalea and thank you for sharing your experience with us.

In my own opinion, speaking is a process that set up the bridge between local people and us. While 
speaking, vocabulary is the most important thing which we should pay much attention to.

You said that listening is significant. I agree with you and I can give you some advice to help us improve 
together. 1. Take notes after listening and review it when back home. 2. Enjoy more English songs during the 
weekend and try to understand the meaning of songs. 3. Listen to the lectures which have the recording on 
the internet after class.

Best wishes.
Azalea.



Reflective Posts – Group 
Projects
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Reflective Posts : Reflective 
Podcasts
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Student response:
Hi,
As you said, you need a schedule to manage your time However, proper 
relaxation is also necessary. In the video only the contents of your five day 
holiday are covered so you must have wasted a lot of time in other areas. 
This may also be the first thing you need to think about and think about 
how to reduce the waste of time. Maybe when you plan, you can make it 
more detailed.



Report-Reviews
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Report-Review (Start)



Report-Review (Start)
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adapted from Elder, Z. Using Afl to train independent learners [PowerPoint presentation]. Retrieved from http://my.optimus-education.com/sites/optimus-

education.com/files/keynote_3_-_zoe_elder.pdf.

http://my.optimus-education.com/sites/optimus-education.com/files/keynote_3_-_zoe_elder.pdf


Report-Review (Middle)
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Report – Review (Middle)
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Report – Review
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Report – Review (almost at 
end)



Report-Reviews: development
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“Learn common prefixes and suffixes so that I can guess the total (or partial) meaning of a 

word without needing the dictionary, e.g. ‘pre-homelessness’. The base word is ‘home’. ‘pre-‘ 

means ‘before’, and ‘-less’ means ‘without’, and ‘-ness’ makes a noun that that means we are 

talking about an abstract idea, so the word means the idea of the time before people don’t

have a home.”



Consultations
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What students say...
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“I think the report-reviews give 

me opportunities to know 

where are my  weaknesses, 

and I list some specific 

strategies to improve my 

weakness by blogs. That is a 

method to reflect by  myself. If I 

following the strategies for a 

long time, I will see my 

progress. The feedback from 

teacher let me realize the 

aspect need to improve in the 

future, such as language in use 

and grammar, so I can focus 

on the weaknesses and try to 

develop them in my free time.”

“Actually, I have learnt many 

helpful skills from the review 

and blog rather than process of 

group project, IRW and essays. 

As we always forget the 

essence due to we focus on 

finish our assignments. The 

review is a conclusion of 

experiences from PEP 

learning, helping us to realize 

some details we didn’t know 

and deepen the understanding 

of what did teacher teach us. 

Thanks to these reviews, i

improve my academic skills in 

many ways step by step.”



What teachers say...
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“Report-reviews in class play a significant role in the students’ learning process. They offer the 

opportunity for a review of skills and a deeper understanding within a focussed environment. 

These sessions can be designed for specific reflection and review of particular skills or 

assignments.”

“As a teacher, the report-review sessions provide me with further insight into the meta-cognitive 

awareness of students, and has also been a springboard for the development of lesson 

activities according to the needs of the class as a whole.”

“The RRs have, therefore, provided me with a much better understanding of the students, and 

they have been quite an eye-opener at times.” 



“Blogs provide the students with the opportunity to write personal texts. The criteria of 

recognising their own weaknesses and strengths and deriving an action plan from 

that realisation develops a student’s self-awareness and responsibility in independent 

learning skills. The blogs also act as a text in which students are implicitly taught the 

need to be specific with examples, rather than vague, ambiguous commentary.”

“I think it took my students a while to find meaning in doing the report reviews and 

there seems to have been a progression in how they approached the questions and 

how they have been reflecting on their learning so far; a very positive thing to see in 

their recent reflection is that they are more open to discussing what they have/haven't 

achieved and it seems they've learned how to critique themselves without getting 

disappointed. ”
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What teachers say...



Discussion
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How do you encourage students to reflect on their 
progress and assessment?

Discuss in your groups any of the ideas from the 
presentation that you can use in your context?

Do you have any other ways that you encourage 
reflection / use assessment as learning in your 
classrooms?
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