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From political to social  

Weblog” was shortened to “blog” in 1999  

Image retrieved from: http://www.leapfrogmedia.com.au 



Since  the  beginning  of  history,  human  
beings  have  formed  communities that  share  

cultural  practices  reflecting  their  
collective  learning:  from  a tribe  
around  a  cave  fire,  to  a  medieval  guild,  to  
a  group  of  nurses  in  a ward,  to  a  street  
gang,  to  a  community  of  engineers  
interested  in  brake design. 
 
(Wenger 2010) 



+  

n Action  Research  {cycle 1 and  
cycle 2} 

n Rationale  

n Tasks  

n Students’  work  

n Evidence + Results + Issues 



+ Blended Blogging!
Can blogging be used effectively with our students ? 

n   Subjective & Reflective!

n  Travelling, cooking, commenting but ...!

n  Academic English ????                                  Why not ? !

n  Reflecting the personality of the author !

n What if communities of learners are created 
during and following learning events ? !

n Text evolved è text, visual, audio, video 
èimmediate knowledge è immediate 
audience èimmediate feedback 



+
How does social media 

such !
as Blogging increase new 
forms of communication 
and student interaction 

between members of the 
culturally diverse classroom 

community !
interpret, analyze, and 
evaluate ?!



+
Inspiration 
n  Communities of practice are groups of people who share a 

concern or a passion for something they do and learn how to 
do it better as they interact regularly (Wenger 2010). !

n  An electronic portfolio is “a digital container capable of 
storing visual and auditory content including text, images, 

video and sound…designed to support a variety of 
pedagogical processes and assessment purposes (Abrami 

and Barrett 2005).!
!

n  Cultivating digital media and 21st century literacy skills in 
classrooms can cultivate new modes of participation that can 

change the teacher-centered patterns of classroom 
discourse (Applebee, 1993; Cazden,1988) !



+
Basic Requirements 

n Mutual engagement 

 

n Joint enterprise 

 

n Shared repertoire 
      

    Wenger, 1998 cited in Macdonald & Viehbeck, 2007 



Course level Course 
length

Course 
Requirements 

Assessments 

Foundation English 
 
4B !

64 hours 
 
 
80 hours  
!

Level 4 Course book  
Book of Readings  
 
Understand concepts of 
urbanisation, climate change 
and the effect of global 
emissions in developing and 
developed countries. !

Essay assessment, portfolio tasks, 
speaking, listening and reading /
writing exams!

Challenges
Journal readings are 
complex and abstract.  
 
Layers of meaning 
embedded  
 
Process requires 
lengthy explanations 
and discussion         
 
 
 
 
Learning is teacher 
centered !

New Concepts, 
contexts  and 
terminology  require 
cultural understanding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Misunderstandings !

High level skimming / 
scanning skills  
 
•  critical thinking   

•  problem solving 

 
 
 
 
 
Repeating information !

Numerous worksheet 
activities are linked to 
the readings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question and answer 
style  may not confirm 
or reinforce learning 
and or meaning !

Copying direct from 
journal articles !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Paraphrasing and 
summarising 
!



+
Example of a dense text !
Excerpt from Building Greener Cities !

Even in cities, however, people remain vulnerable to 
mismanaged urban planning and poor infrastructure for 
housing, electricity, waste disposal and water supplies. They 
are also affected by groundwater extraction and land 
reclamation. Cities of all sizes face greater air pollution, traffic 
congestion and the accumulation of waste, with rising CO2 
emissions. While the influx of rural migrants into cities can be 
beneficial to existing residents, it can also spur discord as 
competition increases for already scarce environmental  and 
social services. !

(Building Greener Cities 2010)!

 



+
Action Research: Cycle 1!
!Where do we start ?
Firstly - setting up blogs:
1. Students view some training videos !
2. Wordpress - created with email !
!
Training Edublogs 3.5 mins  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oDxg5ODEXEQ !



+ Students’ Projects !

1. Something about me!

2. Choose a city that is taking some action on climate change!

3. Debates !

4. News articles !

https://wordpress.com/posts/thecoolestenglishgroup.wordpress.com !

Firefox!

n  https://thecoolestenglishgroup.wordpress.com/ 

Examples: 

n  https://thecoolestenglishgroup.wordpress.com/2015/06/24/climate-change-
in-ho-chi-minh-city/ 



1. Something about Me!



2. Choose a city that is taking action !
    on Climate Change 



+
3. Evaluation – Costa Rica !



+
Data !

 FOUNDATION ENGLISH CLASS 
!

!

!

!

 Nuclear Power Debate 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsmVLRdkIcg!

https://youtu.be/IsmVLRdkIcg?t=29 !



+
Data Analysis: My Observation !

My Journal entry:!

n  I have observed during class their motivation, excitement and attention 
placed on learning  through digital devices. !

n  I have observed the social interaction between students has increased 
dramatically especially amongst different COO’s. !

n  This trust in the classroom equates to a deeper understanding of climate change has 
become more evident and I didn’t have to work so hard or drill to explain the terms 
and abstract meanings. !

n  Learning has become more student centred as a result and students’ position of 
mitigation and adaptation have evolved and grown over time. Also learning how to 
construct a blog was also a successful outcome of this first cycle. Using the social 
media device -  Wechat also meant that I could communicate homework and class work 
instantly rather than emailing.!

 !



+
Analysis of Student Data !

Evidence through observation 
 
 
n  AR Questionnaire cycle 1.xlsx 

n  Inside outside & beyond  
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Analysis of Student Data !
Framework for 
communicating 

and learning 
from each other ! Exposes the hidden potential of 

students and internalising thoughts !

processes are ongoing long 
after the blog is posted !

Excitement & 
independence!

Risk taking !

Constructs shared meaning !

Allows for shared comments !Perspective and 
position is strengthened !

Community of thoughts, opinions 
and ideas. !

Forms unique relationships !

Inspires others through class 
communities !

Blogs allow for freedom of media files 
such as textual, visual, audio and video. !

Blogging !



+
Feedback!
Deb!
I found the students Task 1 in the Speaking  
Exam where they commented on articles found in 
print or on-line national and international 
newspapers, primarily The Guardian and the SMH 
to be thought provoking and engaging. The language 
provided by several of the students was 
comparatively more sophisticated when compared 
to performance in previous speaking exams. !

 ELT Teacher !

n  The CONVERSATION !

n  http://theconversation.com/forget-siestas-green-micro-breaks-could-boost-
work-productivity-42356 



+

First Cycle: Limitations !

n  New to most students !

n  Set up may take time !

n  Needs to be kept activated /alive !

n  Plan to integrate into curriculum – 2 hours per week  !

n  Free word press has limitations----- upgrade!



+
Action Research:  Cycle 2!

Radical Transformation èdeeper level 

n ‘Net –Geners” express themselves in 
digital ways  (that only they know) 

n Comfortably collaborate in any digital 
environment. 

n Learning in the form of Blogging  
initiate, motivate and focus students 
throughout the course. 



+
Blogging Tasks !
1. Write a short summary - Something About Me!

2. Choose a global city that is taking  action on climate change!

3.  Debate - Nuclear Energy ( videoed and posted)!

4. Reading and summarising News articles !

5. Commenting on blogs. !

Debate :The conservationist, consultant and the scientist !

https://myawesomeclass.wordpress.com/2015/08/21/our-class-debate-
on-nuclear-energy-20-august-2015/?
preview=true&preview_id=155&preview_nonce=857627c164!

https://myawesomeclass.wordpress.com/2015/08/21/our-class-debate-
on-nuclear-energy-20-august-2015/?
preview=true&preview_id=155&preview_nonce=857627c164!

12.22-time!

!



+ Blogging !

n News articles 
 



Lovely images.!
 I learnt a lot from this 

article. !
Well done Ali.!

 Reading and summarising news articles !



Cool summary and a 
nice image. !

Good on you mate.!



Evidently is preferred 
than obviously in 

writing ^.^ !
This is just tips! !



“One house, one tree" is a 
great idea. It can increase 
people's attention and 
understanding about climate 
change.!









HONG KONG 
As an international city, Hong Kong has devoted to the 
adaptation of climate change. Hong Kong is a coastal city 
which is totally surround by sea. Therefore, climate change 
can lead to sea-level rise and then cost catastrophic result. 
But Hong Kong does not. In order to deal with the changing 
climate, city has warning systems and there are forecasting 
service every public area. The younger generation are being 
educated to focus on water conservation. The government 
held an consultation from September to December in 2010 
which targets to reduce approximately 60% by 2020 
compared with 2005 level. Hong Kong is trying its best to 
combat climate change with maintaining the economy growth. 

It is a nice image, if you 
choose an image about 
a strategy, that will be 
much better. Good on 

you, James. 



https://myawesomeclass.wordpress.com/what-does-mitigation-
and-adaptation-look-like/ 
 

Deeper insights into blogging posts 

WHAT DOES MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION LOOK LIKE ?



Posting visuals!

https://myawesomeclass.wordpress.com/2015/08/27/adaptation-with-2-images/ 
 





+ Class Blog Survey !

Survey !
n  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZHDRF9W !



+
Question 1:  
Is it easy to set up a Blog? !



+
Question 2:  
Sharing ideas on a Blog helps me to develop 
skills in analysing and critiquing.!



+
Question 3:  
I check my writing before I share my posts 
with my classmates.!



+
Question 4:  
Now that I know how to use a blog I will use 
it in the future. !



+
Question 5:  
Posting blogs such as newspaper articles helps me 
to better understand  course topics such as 
Urbanisation and Climate Change. !



+ Additional Comments from Survey 
Monkey: !

n  Blog is a great way to improve my reading, typing, vocabulary 
(when I read another blogs which are from my classmates).!

n  Maybe it's too formal to play with.!

n  I think use blog for our class is a pretty good idea that help us 
not only writing skills but also can see others works !

n  I've learnt something from it! Cheers! !

n  The Blogs improved my English skills a lot. Like it.!

n  It's was amazing experience!



+
 Media Issues posted on Blog 
 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/10082015/several-butterfly-species-
could-go-extinct-2050-climate-change-drought 
 

Bill Alice 

Hello Debbie, today I’m going to talk about several butterfly 
species to go extinct by 2050. The author is Bagley from Inside 
Climate News Website. This article is about a team of British 
researchers from that if GHG continue to climb at current levels, 
several butterfly species could suffer widespread extinction…..!
!
………!

      Alice 
 
https://www.youtube.com/edit?
video_id=G_Vbaxf1aMU&video_referrer=watch 
 

https://myawesomeclass.wordpress.com/speaking-part-1-2/ 
 



+
Data Collection !

n  Questionnaires !

n  Surveys !

n  Observations !

n  Interviews !

!

Final Questionnaire !

final survey\final questionnaire _completed .docx!

Final interview!



+
Transcript of end of class interview  

n  At the beginning …I’m really afraid because everyone can 
see my English level but now I’m really happy because it 
really improved my English and the teacher posts homework 
as well and its really easy to see because we use 
smartphones or ipads. 

n  In the beginning I spent maybe 2 hours but now I spend 
maybe 30 mins to improve my writing its enough time. Its 
much easier now. 

n  Its easy to make comments online because sometimes we are 
afraid to talk face to face but people have different points 
of view in the way you say something and with the writing, 
if we see different articles we can get different results. 



+

§  journal article summaries !

§  a voice recording for the speaking exam !

§  a videoed debate of nuclear power 

§  my hometown summary !

§  summary of definition of mitigation and adaptation !

§  news summaries of climate change and urbanisation !

Awesome Class blogging tasks :  !
 



+
The Scientist, the Environmentalist 

& the Consultant 

Korean, Saudi, Taiwanese, Chinese, Vietnamese 



+



+

n  Yes because the internet is an eternal place and anyone can see it I can feel my 
improvement, now I have confidence.!

n  It is the best way to improve your weaknesses and find out ways to write 
summaries and essays.!

n  When I just submitted any writing  to the teacher, actually, I didn’t focus and check on 
my best, but when I posted something on the blog I always focus and do my best 
because if I posted it everyone is able to see it , that’s why.!

n  Although I am lazy it is very interesting ! !

n  Yes I can read other blogs and open my mind.!

n  Good for studying English, there is a good community.!

n  Yes because in my free time I am always writing now and  I can put it on the  blog 
and people can read and fix it for me.!

Final Questionnaire:  
Students feedback !



+

n  Yes because when I post to a blog, I must read it carefully, check 
and find my mistakes.!

n  It’s a special course I have ever learned. We can help each other 
by making comments to each other. That makes it very 
interesting.!

n  I want to post an accurate blog, which means grammar and 
vocabulary should be correct.!

n  I don’t want to post my writing with many errors so I always check 
my writing many times before I post.!

n  I think Blogging improved my English skills which is a better way to 
study English than just read and study vocabulary and grammar 
books. !

Final Questionnaire:  
Students feedback !



+
Research Implications !

Implications:  
Blogging creates opportunities for updating resources, open 
shared discussion, interactive text construction and feedback, 
shared voices, valued comments and risk taking.  Reduced 
copying and enhanced paraphrasing.!
!
Conclusion: 
.!
!
The teacher is central player –Offer guidelines !
How blogging is implemented is critical to its success. !
!
n  Quick and easy to publish!
n  Record of class work !
n  Students develop digital literacy at same time!



+



Reflecting the 
personality of 
the author !



+
How can I make it happen ? !

Setting up a Blog with your class 
!

n In groups brainstorm a plan to integrate Blogging 
as part of your Course work!

n Set up a theme !
n Form student groups - choose a student team 

leader !
n Hours per week!
n Topic –Theme !
n Maybe ……Start with ‘something about me’!



+
 Research Articles !
!
n  http://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2012/jul/17/

students-should-be-blogging 

n  http://www.edutopia.org/blog/blogging-in-21st-century-
classroom-michelle-lampinen 

n  http://www.emergingedtech.com/2009/05/blogging-in-and-
out-of-the-classroom/ 

n  http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/03/picking-best-
platform-for-your.html 
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